Cirrhosis with atypia. A potential pitfall in the interpretation of liver aspirates.
Needle aspirations of the liver yielding highly atypical hepatocytes present a diagnostic challenge, with the differential diagnosis lying between hepatocellular carcinoma and benign reactive atypia. A case of a healing liver abscess in a patient with cirrhosis, mistakenly diagnosed as an hepatocellular carcinoma, is presented. Criteria for the avoidance of false-positive diagnoses of hepatocellular carcinoma on needle aspirates are presented, and the concept of "liver cell dysplasia" as a cytodiagnostic entity is discussed.